Adopted by Planning Board on July 13, 2022

	ZONING AMENDMENT PETITION FORM
Town of Middleton Planning Board
(Instructions on Page 2)


	
 Filing Date:   _____________ Received by: ______________________________   Fee Rc’d: $________

TO BE FILLED OUT BY PLANNING STAFF ONLY

	Refer to second page for instructions.

	Petition submitted by:       Subject Landowner(s) ☐                     10 Registered Voters ☐

	PETITIONER
 Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
 Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
 Telephone: Click or tap here to enter text.
 Email: Click or tap here to enter text.
	AGENT/REPRESENTATIVE (if any)
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
 Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
 Telephone: Click or tap here to enter text.
 Email: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Reason for the proposed zoning amendment: Click or tap here to enter text.


[Describe current uses, anticipated use(s) and existing land uses in the surrounding area.]

	Zoning Text Amendment amends which Section(s) of the Zoning Bylaw: Click or tap here to enter text.   
[Attach Current and Proposed bylaw Text]


	Zoning Map Amendment Property Location/Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Total Acreage to be rezoned: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Current Zoning: Click or tap here to enter text.
Proposed Zoning: Click or tap here to enter text.
Assessor’s Map/Parcel #(s): Click or tap here to enter text.
[Attach Proposed Bylaw Text and/or Maps/Exhibits that clearly show existing and proposed zoning districts of subject area, parcel lot lines, ownership information, and abutting property owners and land uses; concept plans for any anticipated use/development; and a legal (metes & bounds) description of the property to be rezoned.]


	
Petitioner’s Signature: _________________________________

Printed Name: _________________________________          Date: ____________________________





INSTRUCTIONS TO BE FOLLOWED WHEN FILING
A ZONING AMENDMENT CITIZEN PETITION

1. Applicant must submit a petition of ten registered voters for an Annual Town Meeting or one hundred registered voters for a Special Town Meeting.  Petitions must be submitted to the Board of Selectmen for inclusion on the Town Warrant (MGL c. 39, § 10). In addition, the executed petition, stamped by the Town Clerk, and a Planning Board Application and required fee will need to be submitted to the Planning Board.
2. Types of Zoning Amendments and required attachments for each.  One petition may include both text and map changes.
2.1. A Zoning Text Amendment is the addition of new language and/or the alteration to existing language in the Zoning Bylaw.  Applicants must include both a detailed narrative that supports the request and copies of the current and proposed bylaw text.
2.2. A Zoning Map Amendment is the addition of a new zoning district and/or alteration to the boundaries of a zoning district, or a change in the zoning designation of a particular district resulting in a change to the Zoning Map. Applicants must include both a detailed narrative that supports the request, maps/exhibits clearly showing existing and proposed zoning district of area subject to petition, parcel lot lines, ownership information, and abutting property owners and land uses; concept plans for any anticipated use/development; a legal metes & bounds description of the property to be rezoned.
3. MGL c. 40A requires that the Planning Board hold a Public Hearing on all Zoning Amendment requests. The notice for the public hearing must be posted at Memorial Hall and be advertised for two consecutive weeks. The Planning Board will be responsible for drafting and sending the required notice to a local newspaper – the applicant will be responsible for the legal advertisement cost and will be billed directly by the newspaper.   
4. The Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing on the proposed Zoning Amendment request.  Applicants should attend the Public Hearing and be prepared to present and defend the zoning amendment proposal. The Planning Board can choose to report its support or lack of support for an amendment proposal or it may choose to not report.  A positive or negative report by the Planning Board allows Town Meeting Action.  If a Public Hearing is held less than twenty-one days before Town Meeting, no report by the Planning Board will have the effect of blocking Town Meeting Action. If there are more than twenty-one days between the hearing and Town Meeting, Town Meeting may act without a Planning Board report (MGL c. 40A, § 5).
5. At the Town Meeting, the Applicant should approach the microphone when the article number is announced by the Moderator and move that the article be adopted.  No discussion will occur on the article until a motion is offered and seconded.  If the applicant wishes to amend the printed language in the warrant, the new language needs to be read aloud in the motion. A 2/3 vote of Town Meeting is required to pass a Zoning By-Law Text Amendment request; endorsed amendments are forward to the Massachusetts Attorney General's Office for review and approval.
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